NTEBNATIQNAL  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUE  SCALE  COLLECTORS 


MID-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  TALLY. 

Still  on  the  rise,  of  course.  At  the  moment,  our  count  stands 
at  160,  which  takes  into  account  a  good  number  of  new  members,  per  the 
enclosed  cards,  and  (alas)  those  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  dropped 
because  of  non-payment  of  dues. 

To  keep  your  directory  up  to  date,  please  delete  the  following: 
Donald  Berne,  Kenneth  Downing,  Graham  Forsdyke,  Clarence  Petty,  Gale 
Plummer,  Ronnie  Schwam,  David  Shaw,  Cathy  Shull  and  Guus  Thurkow. 

GLOBAL  GET-TOGETHERS. 

In  late  March,  the  29th  to  be  exact,  the  most  ambitious  member 
conclave  to  date  took  place.  Designated  the  London  Convention  by  its 
" impressario , "  Brian  Brass,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  smashing  success  on 
all  counts.  No  less  than  a  total  of  42  members  and  spouses  came  from 
all  over  the  U.K.,  Spain,  West  Germany,  and  Holland  to  attend  the  event, 
held  at  the  prestigious  Royal  Automobile  Club  in  Pall  Mall. 

The  day  started  with  a  mid-morning  get-acquainted  session,  followed 
by  a  bourse  during  which  four  dealers  showed  their  wares  and  members 
indulged  in  trading,  buying  and  selling  until  libation-and-lunch-time 
arrived.  Early  afternoon  everyone  piled  into  special  coaches  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Science  Museum  for  a  guided  tour  by  the  curator,  Dr.  Denys 
Vaughan,  of  the  new  Measuring  Hall,  not  yet  opened  to  the  public. 


(over) 


-2- 


Everyone  then  returned  to  the  RAC  for  a  late  afternoon  of  tea  and 
scale  talk,  followed  by  cocktails  and  a  festive  dinner.  Eleven  p.m. 
saw ' the  evening  come  to  an  end,  albeit  regretfully,  with  everyone 
agreeing  that  the  event  should  be  held  annually,  with  Holland  scheduled 
for  1981.  Three  cheers  deservedly  go  to  Brian  Brass,  who  saw  the 
affair  through  from  hard-working  start  to  satisfying  finish  and  then 
"retired"  to  the  countryside  for  several  days'  rest. 

On  another  continental  front,  a  good  number  of  members  met  in 
San  Francisco  the  weekend  of  May  3-4  while  attending  an  auction  of 
scales,  weights,  etc.  Approximately  25,  all  told,  toured  the  old 
San  Francisco  mint  Saturday  afternoon,  dined  together  that  evening, 
and  participated  in  a  Sunday  morning  bourse.  According  to  members 
Joe  Lenorovitz  and  Bill  Doniger,  who  put  the  whole  thing  together, 
everyone  had  a  resoundingly  good  time. 

Meanwhile,  3,000  miles  away  in  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  Bob  and  Margie 
Stein  spent  a  pleasant  mid-winter  Saturday  afternoon  with  old  friends 
Jean  and  Dave  Colker  and  new  friends  Jule  and  Sonny  If shin.  Scale 
talk  shortly  replaced  small  talk,  especially  as  Sonny  Ifshin  is  a 
greater  Miami  postmaster  and  specializes  in  collecting — you  guessed 
it--postal  scales.  The  conclusion  was  again  foregone — a  great  time 
was  had  by  all. 

TYPEWRITER  TRIBULATIONS. 

In  the  last  Chairman's  Newsletter  we  told  you  of  a  special  fund 
having  been  established  so  that  ISASC  could  buy  an  IBM  Selectric  type¬ 
writer  and  thus  improve  the  editorial  look  of  EQM.  We  asked  each 
member  to  contribute  $10,  but  to  date  only  19  have  responded  (several 
giving  more  than  $10).  To  them,  of  course,  our  thanks.  To  the  rest 
of  our  members,  we'd  like  to  make  the  request  again,  on  the  assumption 
that  somehow  our  first  request  escaped  you.  If  you  can  see  your  way 
clear  to  participate,  please  make  payable  to  ISASC  a  check,  bank  draft 
or  money  order  for  $10  U.S.  and  send  it  to  me.  And  thanks. 
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TAX  RELIEF  TO  THE  FORE. 

You  should  know  that  ISASC  has  official  "tax  exemption"  status 
(at  least  in  the  U.S.),  and  dues  and  donations  (including  typewriter 
ones)  are  tax-deductible  to  members.  We  don't  know  if  this  applies 
to  members  outside  the  U.S.,  but  if  you're  in  that  category,  you 
might  check  with  whomever  handles  your  income  tax  return  (people  of 
every  country  pay  income  tax,  don't  they?)  and  see  if  you're  eligible. 

MORE  ON  OUR  OFFICIAL  STATUS. 

After  the  usual  bureaucratic  wait,  we  finally  were  notified  by 
the  U.S.  Patent  and  Trademark  Office  that  our  "name  and  design"  are 
now  registered  as  an  official  mark,  giving  us  exclusive  claim  to  them. 

The  new  little  (r)  on  the  EQM  masthead  says  it  all. 

ISASC  GOES  SARTORIAL. 

Dutch  member  Lou  Boogaard  sent  us  a  picture  of  his  newest  cravat, 
which  he  proudly  wore  at  the  London  convention.  It  is,  indeed,  quite 
handsome,  with  an  overall  pattern  of  small  hanging  balance  scales 
embroidered  in  white  against  a  field  of  dark  blue.  Lou  has  kindly 
consented  to  act  as  ISASC 's  "fashion  coordinator"  and  provide  ties  to 
any  members  who ' d  like  one  or  more.  The  cost  is  $15  each,  plus  $1 
postage,  and  Lou  requests  that  European  members  order  directly  from  him 
and  other  members  (U.S.,  etc.)  send  their  money  to  me.  We'll  set  a 
deadline  of  July  15th  for  the  latter  group,  and  on  that  date  I'll  send 
all  the  orders  and  money  to  Lou.  Allow  several  weeks  beyond  that  date 
for  delivery. 

CATALOGS  FOR  THE  ORDERING. 

What  with  Tod  Carley's  zeal  for  borrowing  old  scale  catalogs  and 
reproducing  them  for  our  members,  we  seem  to  be  well  on  our  way  to 
establishing  a  library  second  to  none.  Before  we  titillate  your  interest 
with  our  newest  offering,  we  want  to  publicly  (if  belatedly)  thank  Ruth 
Willard  for  lending  us  her  Chatillon,  which  many  members  were  quick  to 
purchase  as  quickly  as  it  came  off  the  press. 
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Now,  with  Tod  keeping  up  the  good  work,  we're  offering  a  1926 
Troemner  catalog  (156  pages),  which,  according  to  our  expert-in¬ 
residence,  Michael  Crawforth,  is  the  "most  interesting  American 
scale  catalog  that  I've  seen."  With  that  kind  of  endorsement  and 
the- tempting  price  of  $20,  we  expect  a  sell-out  response,  but  for 
those  who ' d  like  to  know  more,  here's  more: 

Titled,  "Catalog  of  Scales  and  Weights  for  Grocers,  Confectioners, 
Bakers  and  General  Market  Uses,"  it  lists  a  great  variety  of  types  of 
scales  —  cream  and  butter  testing,  textile  and  grain  testing,  egg, 
solder,  billard  ball,  bowling  ball,  cigar  testing,  tea,  candy,  postal, 
gem,  tobacco,  etc.  In  addition,  it  lists  eleven  types  of  Troemner 's 
unique  ball  weight  scales. 

And  this  time  unbelatedly,  our  thanks  to  member  Herb  Chandler  for 
the  loan  of  the  Troemner,  and  to  A1  Eaches,  who  secured  a  photo  of 
Henry  Troemner  that  we  used  for  an  added  page  in  the  catalog  along  with 
a  historical  profile  of  the  company.  To  get  your  copy,  merely  fill  out 
and  return  the  enclosed  order  card,  along  with  a  check,  money  order,  or 
bank  draft  in  U.S.  dollars. 


PATIENCE,  PLEASE. 

Before  we  leave  the  subject  of  catalogs.  Tod  Carley  has  asked  that 
we  acquaint  our  members  with  the  timetable  involved  from  the  time  a 
catalog  offer  is  made  until  the  postman  delivers  it.  Here  it  is: 


Day  1 
Days  2-37 
Days  38-59 
Days  60-70 
Days  60-110 


Offer  to  members; 

Waiting  time  for  member  response; 
Printing  and  mailing; 

En  route  to  U.S.  members; 

En  route  to  overseas  members; 


Total  Elapsed  Time  (U.S.  members)  :  9  to  10  weeks; 

Total  Elapsed  Time  (overseas  members):  14  to  16  weeks. 

To  reduce  the  waiting  time  for  catalogs  going  overseas,  we're  able 
to  send  them  by  air  for  a  nominal  surcharge,  but  the  time  between  con¬ 
ception  and  delivery  (yes,  our  catalogs  are  just  like  babies)  is  still 
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considerable ,  and  we  ask  that  you  take  that  into  account  when  you 
place  your  order. 

SEABY ' S  BULLETIN . . . 

on  coins  and  medals,  that  is,  carried  a  glowing  review  by  Eric 
Newman  of  Michael  Crawforth's  new  book  on  English  coin  scales  of  the 
18th  and  19th  Centuries.  A  copy  of  the  review  is  enclosed,  and  if 
you'd  like  a  copy  of  the  book  itself,  write  to  Cape  Horn  Trading  Co. 
Ltd.,  12  New  Row,  Covent  Garden,  London  WC2  5LF,  England.  Cost:  L  15 
plus  postage  (UK  75p.,  Europe  h  1;  Elsewhere  L3) .  You  just  won't 
find  a  more  interesting  tome  on  coin  scales. 

ON  A  BUSINESS  NOTE. 

You  should  know  that  we've  reached  the  stage  where  we  believe  we 
should  utilize  professional  accounting  services  to  handle  our  books 
and  manage  our  exchequer,  so — with  A1  Eaches '  help--we've  retained  the 
accounting  firm  of  Robert  Arters  in  Phoenixville  to  maintain  our  busi¬ 
ness  ledgers  (cash  receipts,  cash  disbursements,  and  general),  and  to 
provide  us  with  a  balance  sheet  and  profit  and  loss  statement  at  regular 
intervals.  This  service  represents  a  cost  to  ISASC  of  several  hundred 
dollars  yearly,  but  we  believe  fiscal  accountability  to  our  members 
necessitates  it.  At  the  end  of  1980,  you  can  expect  to  receive  a  finan- 
cial  statement  that  will  have  a  "big-time"  look  about  it,  however  small 
the  dollar  figures  are. 

CONCERNING  OUR  CURRENCY. . . 

we'd  like  to  remind  our  members  around  the  world  that  the  U.S. 
dollar  is  what  our  business  dealings  are  based  on.  Any  and  all  monies 
paid  to  ISASC  for  dues,  extra  subscriptions  to  or  extra  copies  of  EQM, 
catalogs  and  article  reprints,  etc.  must  be  in  U.S.  dollars,  as  we 
simply  can't  bear  the  cost  of  bank  charges  to  convert  payment  in  other 
currencies.  We  regret  that  individual  members  may  have  to  assume  such 
charges  on  occasion,  but  there's  simply  no  alternative  if  ISASC  is  to 
remain  solvent. 
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AND  FINALLY. . . 

We  still  have  copies  available  of  the  Guide  to  Weighing  Instru- 
ments  ($15) ,  Avery  catalog  ($30) ,  Pelouze  catalog  ($6) ,  Chatillon 
catalog  ($30),  Outhwaite  catalog  ($10),  and  Standard  of  Weights  and 
Measures  historical  document  and  translation  ($15) .  Each  is  a  real 
value  to  the  dyed-in-the-wool  collector  and,  collectively,  a  source 
of  needed  income  to  ISASC.  If  your  library  isn't  complete  as  yet, 
send  me  your  order  and  we'll  remedy  that  condition  quickly. 


Fraternally, 


